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THE GREAT LAKES ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY SYSTEM

Ɉ 3,700 km marine highway

Ɉ 41 ports connected to the System

Ɉ Provides access to Western Canada and 
US Midwest markets

Ɉ Serves a region that is:

ɬhome to 100 million people

ɬ26% of US industry

ɬ60% of Canadian industry

The Great Lakes St. Lawrence 
Seaway System

A gateway to the heartland of North America



THE GREAT LAKES ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY SYSTEM

The Seaway Lakes St. Lawrence 
Seaway System

Ɉ Many commodities move on the Great Lakes Seaway System.          
Some commodities are dominant:

ɬ Iron ore for the steel industry

ɬ Coal for power generation and steel production

ɬ Limestone for the construction and steel industries

ɬ Grain for overseas markets

ɬ General cargo, such as iron and steel products and heavy 
machinery

ɬ Cement, salt and stone aggregates for agriculture and industr y
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The St. Lawrence Seaway

Ɉ40.7 M tonnes of cargo 
transited the System in 
2008

�‡ We can accommodate 
60% more volume within 
our existing locks and 
channels 


